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Yellow Ribbon Program Debuts at The Paul Merage School of Business

As Many as Fourteen U.S. Military Veterans May Be Eligible for Funding to Attend MBA Program 

Irvine, CA – (May 28, 2010) – The Paul Merage School of Business at the University of California, Irvine, is participating in the Yellow Ribbon GI Educational Enhancement Program for 2010-2011 and will be providing financial assistance to as many as 14 eligible U.S. military veterans who are accepted into one of the Merage School’s four MBA programs.   

“The Yellow Ribbon Program is one of the best ways we can reward people who have served our country,” said Leonard Lane, senior assistant dean of MBA Programs for the Merage School. “Enhancing the education of our veterans enables them to make an even stronger contribution to the growth of our communities.” 

Funding for eligible individuals will be available on a first-come, first-served basis. Prospective students must meet all requirements for admission to The Paul Merage School of Business and must submit an application. The business school will waive the admissions application fee for all active military and U.S. veterans. The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs will determine each applicant’s eligibility for the Yellow Ribbon Program (YRP). If the applicant is accepted into one of the Merage School MBA programs and one of the fourteen YPR openings are still available, the applicant may be eligible to receive the YRP award. 

The Paul Merage School of Business offers four MBA programs: a Full-Time MBA; a Fully Employed MBA; an Executive MBA, and a Health Care Executive MBA. The Merage School is one of more than 1,000 institutions of higher learning that have joined the Yellow Ribbon Program, a federal effort sponsored by the Department of Veterans Affairs to help military veterans attend college.


Under the Yellow Ribbon Program, colleges and universities choose to work with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to offer reduced tuition and fees to veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The Yellow Ribbon Program is a provision of the Post-911 Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2008. Under this agreement, the VA will match the school’s contribution dollar for dollar.
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The Yellow Ribbon Program, a supplement to the Post-9/11 GI Bill, further defrays the cost of higher education for military veterans. To be eligible for funding, veterans must have served at least 36 months of active duty following September 10, 2001; have been honorably discharged after 30 days of active duty for a service connected disability following September 10, 2001; and/or have dependents eligible for Transfer of Entitlement under the Post-911 GI Bill based on veteran’s service under the two prior criteria listed. To learn more about the Yellow Ribbon Program visit www.gibill.va.gov.

For more information about the Yellow Ribbon Program at UC Irvine's Paul Merage School of Business, contact Mary Morris, mkmorris@uci.edu or 949.824.5728. 
About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 

Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu. 
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